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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	             Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                   	 Apologies: 		2	                                               
		M. Hodges
		C. Swann                                                                	 District Cllrs:		0
		J. Sjollema
				 Public:			0
		
Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded for the purpose of Minutes.

26/40	Chairs welcome 
	The Chair welcomed everyone present and reminded members of the WhatsApp Policy. 

26/41	Apologies received from Councillors Baker and Edmond.

26/42		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
· Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association
· Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Owner of Tearoom, Daisy Meadow Car Park, Relative of contractor. 

26/43		The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 23rd June 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

26/44	County Councillor Report – There was no report from the County Councillor. 
District Councillor Report – There was no report from the District Councillors. 
Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Working Hours – Clerk informed members that she would not be working Friday 17th July, and confirmed that working hours would be reduced during the school summer holidays. 
· Public Toilets – Clerk advised that the public toilets were due to be delivered on 21st July for a four-week period.  
· Maldon District Council Grant Funding - The Clerk advised the Council of the available MDC grant funding and recommended that this be discussed under the Basketball Hoop item.
· Environmental Data - The Council considered the environmental data provided and agreed to add this to the agenda for the next meeting.
· Newsletter - The Council discussed the current distribution arrangements and agreed to add this to the agenda for the next meeting.
26/45	Finance
i. Payment requests for June/July 2026 were approved
ii. Receipts for June/July 2026 were approved
iii. The quarterly accounts and bank reconciliation for Quarter 1 were deferred to the next meeting. 

26/46	Public Forum 
	There were no members of public. 

26/47	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.
	There were no planning applications. 

26/48	Daisy Meadow Car Park 
a. To consider fencing options for the transformer at the entrance of Daisy Meadow Car Park, together with quotations for the installation of the fencing and agree any action to be taken. 
The Clerk advised that quotations could not be obtained as the type of fencing required had not yet been determined. Plans had been requested through LSBUD to establish the location of underground services.
RESOLVED: Clerk to prepare a specification for woven hazel or willow fencing. 
RESOLVED: To pay the £25.20 cost for the water company plans and any further plan costs required in accordance with the Financial Regulations.
b. To consider the electricity supply costs provided by Ecotricity for the new kiosk at Daisy Meadow Car Park and agree any action to be taken. 
The Council queried the standing charge included in the electricity supply costs provided by Ecotricity. 
RESOLVED: Clerk to clarify with Ecotricity the standing charge and ascertain what is being installed with the meter. 
c. To  receive an update from Councillor Hodges regarding the Leylandii in Daisy Meadow Car Park and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: For the Leylandii to be faced back, with overhanging branches to the neighbouring property removed and the height reduced. Cllr Hodges to obtain quotations, with the Council open to recommendations from contractors regarding the extent of the works required.
d. To consider a request from a resident to widen the area between Daisy Meadow Car Park and a neighbouring driveway, and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: Not to widen the area between Daisy Meadow Car Park and the neighbouring driveway, as this would require removal of the existing shrubbery, which forms part of the ecological plan, and would affect the size and number of parking bays.
Councillor Swann abstained from the vote. 




26/49 	Works and Quotations 
a. To consider quotations for the installation of dog and litter bins at the previously agreed locations and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: To approve the installation of a dog bin near the bus shelter at St George’s Community Room at a cost of £60 and a dog bin and litter bin near Daisy Meadow Garden at a cost of £300, both to be installed by HRS Marine Services.
Councillor Swann abstained from the vote
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to write to the pub and tearoom requesting that they provide their own litter bins.
b. To consider the quotations received for the website media and agree any action to be taken. 
Three quotations were sought, with two received.
RESOLVED: To appoint KBS Media to provide 10 images at a cost of £120.
c. To consider basketball hoop options and quotations for installation and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: To defer consideration of the basketball hoop options and installation quotations pending an application for the MDC grant funding.
d. To consider the quotation received from Scribe for Civic.ly and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: Not to accept the quotation received from Scribe for Civic.ly.

Members resolved to extend the meeting until close of business.

26/50	Plaques
a. To agree the memorial plaque character limit.
RESOLVED: Memorial plaque inscriptions shall be limited to a maximum of 7 lines, with no more than 22 characters per line, including spaces (maximum 154 characters in total). 
b. To consider the purchase of additional blank memorial plaques
RESOLVED: For the Clerk to obtain a quotation from the engraver for the purchase of additional blank memorial plaques.
c. To discuss the Heritage Plaques within the village and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: To defer consideration of the Heritage Plaques within the village to a future meeting. 

26/51	Personnel Matters
a. To receive an update from the Clerk following attendance at the HR training course, to consider the recommendation for a member of the Personnel Committee to attend HR and appraisal training, including the associated costs, and agree any action to be taken.
The Clerk provided an update following attendance at the HR training course.
RESOLVED: For Councillor Sjollema to join the Personnel Committee, and for the Clerk and Councillor Hobden to attend appraisal training at a cost of £50 plus VAT each.
26/52	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.
RESOLVED: To donate £200 to the Community Hub. 
RESOLVED: To donate £100 to Basics Essex.

26/53		Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

No members of public were present. 

26/54	Daisy Meadow Car Park
a. To review the amended draft of the car park management agreement provided by Smart Parking and agree any required amendments or actions to be taken.
The Council reviewed the amended draft agreement provided by Smart Parking and considered the amendments proposed by the Clerk.
RESOLVED: To approve the amendments proposed by the Clerk and for the Clerk to submit these to Smart Parking.

26/55	Bus Shelter License
a. To consider the bus shelter license agreement following review by the solicitors and agree any action to be taken. 
This item was deferred due to a delay in receiving the reviewed information from the solicitor. 

26/56	Memorial Plaques 
a. To review the received Memorial Plaque applications and agree any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: To approve the application for two memorial plaques. 

Clerk left the meeting

26/57	Personnel Matters
a. To consider the recommendation of the Personnel Committee in relation to staffing matters and agree any action to be taken.
	Members considered a recommendation relating to employee wellbeing support.
RESOLVED: That the recommendations relating to remote attendance at meetings, ongoing workload review, operational support and professional wellbeing support were approved.
RESOLVED: That expenditure of £360 was approved to provide professional wellbeing support to the Clerk.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:30pm

Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 7pm



Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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